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1	 Centre for Global Education (CGE) and 
	 Comhlámh

1.1 Centre for Global Education

The Centre for Global Education was established in 1986 to provide education services that enhance 
awareness of international development issues.  Its central remit is to provide learning that enables 
individuals and organisations to address the root causes of poverty, inequality and injustice at local and 
global levels.  The Centre’s resources and training programmes enable learners to understand the cultural, 
economic, social and political influences on our lives that result from our growing interdependence with 
other countries and societies.  They also provide the skills, values, knowledge and understanding necessary 
to facilitate action that will contribute to poverty eradication both locally and globally.

The Centre for Global Education’s main aims are to:

•	 Act as a resource for research and education on global issues;
•	 Support the work of groups and organisations that foster social and economic equality at all levels;
•	 Facilitate networking and co-operation with relevant agencies and groups;
•	 Provide training and resources on development issues;
•	 Encourage the use of development education methodologies to bring about change at a local and 

global level;
•	 Network with partner organisations that share our values and commitment to social justice and 

equality;
•	 Enable action that addresses the root causes of poverty and injustice, locally and globally.

The Centre’s Values are as follows:

•	 Partnerships with individuals and organisations working to create an equal and just world.
•	 Enablement of effective action to challenge global inequality and injustice.
•	 Ensuring our work is informed by the needs and ideas of the global South.
•	 Promoting active learning in all our work.

Contact details
For further information on the Centre for Global Education please contact:

Information Officer
Centre for Global Education
9 University Street
Belfast 
BT7 1FY

Tel: 		  (0044) 2890 241 879
E-mail: 		  info@centreforglobaleducation.com
Web Site: 	 www.centreforglobaleducation.com
Facebook: 	 https://www.facebook.com/centreforglobaleducation
Bluesky:		 https://cgebelfast.bsky.social
E-bulletin:	 http://www.centreforglobaleducation.com/ebulletin

http://www.centreforglobaleducation.com/ebulletin
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1.2  Comhlámh

Founded in 1975, Comhlámh is the Irish Association of International Development Workers and Volunteers.  
As a membership organization, it builds and mobilises community around global justice issues.  Comhlámh 
nurtures and supports work for change, locally and globally, and advocates for a world beyond injustice.  
Comhlámh has almost 50 years’ experience of solidarity-based engagement that addresses the most 
pressing issues of our time.  It supports people and organisations to mobilise for global justice, including 
through values-led volunteering, humanitarian responses, and active citizenship.  All of Comhlámh’s work 
is underpinned by a commitment to Global Citizenship Education (GCE), which deepens understanding of 
the structural causes of inequality and unsustainability, as well as the connections between local and global 
challenges.  Overall, Comhlámh provides a unique and vital space to work in solidarity with others towards 
a shared goal of a world beyond injustice.

Together with its community, Comhlámh is committed to achieving local and global justice through 
cultivating:

•	 A solidarity-based movement that draws on its history to create new responses to the unprecedented 
challenges the world is facing.

•	 The skills, dispositions, and stamina to stay involved in generating opportunities for change at a time 
of deep uncertainty and challenges.

Comhlámh believes that by providing the space for people to come together to collaborate, learn and 
share, ideas and possibilities for achieving common goals will emerge.  

Comhlámh’s community is made up of:

•	 Comhlámh members, member groups and the people and organisations they connect with.
•	 Volunteer Sending Agencies (VSAs) and organisations that support Comhlámh’s Code of Good 

Practice for VSAs.
•	 People who volunteer, work, or act in solidarity with communities in the Global South.
•	 Migrant solidarity responders and humanitarian responders.
•	 Irish national volunteering sector (Volunteer Centres and Volunteer Ireland).
•	 Networks, educators, institutions and groups working to achieve local and global justice.

For further information on Comhlámh please contact:
Comhlámh
12 Parliament Street, 
Temple Bar, 
Dublin 2
			 
Tel: 		  (00353) (1) 478 3490
Email:		   info@comhlamh.org
Web: 		  https://comhlamh.org/ 
Facebook: 	 https://www.facebook.com/Comhlamh 
Bluesky: 	 @comhlamh.bsky.social

mailto:info@comhlamh.org
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2	 Policy and Practice: A Development Education Review

Policy and Practice: A Development Education Review is a bi-
annual, peer reviewed, open access journal which aims to 
enhance capacity in the development education (DE) sector 
locally and internationally by sharing good practice, supporting 
research and strengthening debate in DE.  Over the past 21 years, 
42 issues of the journal have been published on the journal’s web 
platform: www.developmenteducationreview.com.  

Each issue of the journal is constructed around a theme chosen 
by an Editorial Group which also assists with the peer reviewing 
of articles.  The strategic aims of the journal are to: Provide a 
space for practitioners to critically reflect on their practice; 

•	 Discuss the main challenges faced by development 
education practitioners; 

•	 Celebrate and promote good practice in development 
education;

•	 Debate the policy environment in which development education is delivered;
•	 Share new research in development education;
•	 Strengthen links between development education and related adjectival educations such as human 

rights and sustainable development.

In 2025, the Policy and Practice web site received 505,211 unique visits and 293,776 visits in total from the 
global North and South.  The top 10 visitor countries to the web site, on the basis of pages viewed, from 
January to December 2025 were the following:

Countries Number of Pages viewed

United States 304,973

Poland   48,129

Great Britian   30,153

China   26,645

Russian Federation   26,386

India   25,702

Canada   19,883

Japan   10,821

France     9,219

Netherlands     8,983

The journal content is disseminated by EBSCO which is a United States-based provider of research databases, 
e-journals, magazine subscriptions, e-books and discovery service to libraries of all kinds.  This has supported 
the dissemination of journal content to academic institutions across the world.  The journal has also been 
accepted by Scopus, an abstract and citation database launched in 2004 which covers nearly 36,377 titles 

http://www.developmenteducationreview.com
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from approximately 11,678 publishers.  The journal is also a publisher member of the Directory of Open 
Access Journals (DOAJ) which is ‘a community-curated online directory that indexes and provides access to 
high quality, open access, peer-reviewed journals’.  All of these journal directories enhance the promotion 
and dissemination of the journal and ensure its content supports teaching, learning and research.

Journal Citations

One of the qualitative methods used to evaluate the impact of the journal on research and practice involves 
monitoring the number of citations generated by Policy and Practice articles in other books and journals, and 
in articles published by Policy and Practice itself.  The citations database was last updated in April 2026 and 
showed that a total of 6,636 citations had been generated by Policy and Practice articles of which 6,094 were 
found in external journals and 542 in other Policy and Practice articles. This total represented an increase of 
929 on April 2025.  The citations have appeared in 835 journals and 441 books covering a range of academic 
disciplines and subject areas reflecting the multi-disciplinary nature of the journal’s content.  The research 
on citations also showed that Policy and Practice articles have been cited in 503 theses, dissertations and 
academic papers, which reflects the extent to which the journal is supporting new research in higher 
education.  Citations were also found in 134 non-governmental organization publications which suggests 
that Policy and Practice has managed to sustain a strong level of readership in the NGO sector as well as 
academia.  The Policy and Practice Citations Database is available here.

https://www.centreforglobaleducation.com/sites/default/files/CGE%20Citations%20Database%20April%202026%20%28Final%29.pdf
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3	 Aim of the Seminar

The seminar was organised to present and debate the content of Issue 42 of the Centre for Global 
Education’s bi-annual, open access, peer reviewed journal Policy and Practice: A Development Education 
Review.  The theme of this issue was ‘Pedagogical Responses to the Meta Crisis: The Role of Development 
Education’, which reflected on the intersecting crises currently impacting our world  and how we can 
respond as development educators.  Issue 42 asked to what extent have the development education and 
international development sectors risen to the challenge of the meta crisis and applied a systemic analysis 
to the ecological, economic, political and social crises enveloping our world? The evidence presented in 
the collection of articles published in Issue 42 suggested that the global education sector could do more 
to engage in direct action in response to the meta crisis.  As Gertrude Cotter suggested in her Focus article: 
‘mainstream educational structures often prioritise cognitive knowledge and abstract analysis, neglecting 
the embodied, affective, and political dimensions of learning’.  

And yet Issue 42 also carried powerful examples of global learning in a range of educational sectors and 
environments that have responded with contrasting and measured approaches to the meta crisis.  Three of 
the authors who published in Issue 42 presented their articles for discussion at the webinar with colleagues.  
They included a paper that has monitored the delivery of development education in their first year of 
practice by primary school teachers in Ireland.  The second paper presented the learning delivered by the 
Irish state-sponsored Youthreach programme which engaged with early school leavers on the margins of 
education.  And the third paper discussed the pedagogical outcomes arising from a student encampment 
for Palestine at University College Cork through the collaboration of students and supportive members 
of staff.  The webinar was held on Zoom and the three articles presented at the workshop were as follows:

Global Citizenship Education from the Margins: Insights from Youthreach and Alternative Education in Ireland
Katie Chapple and Joanne O’Flaherty

Camp Saoirse and Direct Action as Radical Pedagogy
Gertrude Cotter

From Theory to Practice: Global Citizenship Education in the First Year of Primary Teaching During Times of 
Crisis
Brighid Golden, Jenny Gannon, Benjamin Mallon and Fiachra Kennedy

The authors who presented at the seminar were:

Bernie Grummell (Chair) is Associate Professor in the Departments of Education and Adult 
& Community Education, Maynooth University. She is the co-director of the Doctorate in 
Higher and Adult Education Programme, and the Structured PhD in Adult & Community 
Education, as well as co-director of the Centre for Research in Adult Learning and Education 
in the Department of Adult and Community Education. 

Katie Chapple is the Director of WorldWise Global Schools.  She was an English and 
Geography Post-Primary teacher for over 20 years. She has also worked as a consultant 
and student facilitator with UNICEF, MIC, and the Department of Education. She holds a 
Postgraduate Diploma in Education Leadership, Master of Education and a PhD in eliciting 
youth voices.

https://www.developmenteducationreview.com/sites/default/files/Issue%2042%20Full%20Word%20Formatted.pdf
https://www.developmenteducationreview.com/sites/default/files/article-pdfs/Chapple%20and%20O%27Flaherty%20Focus%20Issue%2042.pdf
https://www.developmenteducationreview.com/sites/default/files/article-pdfs/Cotter%20Focus%20Issue%2042.pdf
https://www.developmenteducationreview.com/sites/default/files/article-pdfs/Golden%20et%20al%20Focus%20Issue%2042.pdf
https://www.developmenteducationreview.com/sites/default/files/article-pdfs/Golden%20et%20al%20Focus%20Issue%2042.pdf
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Gertrude Cotter lectures in the School of Education at University College Cork.  Her work 
focuses on global citizenship and development education, critical global justice education, 
and the role of higher education in addressing inequality, power, and global responsibility.  
She is Academic Coordinator of the Praxis Project, a university-wide initiative supporting 
staff and students to engage critically with global justice issues through participatory, 
creative, and action-oriented pedagogies.  

Brighid Golden is Assistant Professor in Global Citizenship Education at Mary Immaculate 
(MIC) College, Ireland, and represents MIC on the national DICE (Development and 
Intercultural Education) Project Network.   She is the author of Critical Thinking for Global 
Citizenship Education: A Conceptual Framework  (2025, Palgrave MacMillan) and editor 
of Curious Teachers, Critical Classrooms (2023, Dublin: DICE Project).  She is also the host of 
the podcast series Curious and Critical GCE on Spotify.  

A recording of this presentation is available at: https://drive.google.com/file/d/1z7R-
o9FAD1AkSSTNzORYoXRX90LFSnJN/view?usp=sharing 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1z7R-o9FAD1AkSSTNzORYoXRX90LFSnJN/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1z7R-o9FAD1AkSSTNzORYoXRX90LFSnJN/view?usp=sharing


Pedagogical Responses to the Meta Crisis: The Role of Development Education

11

4	 Presentation by Katie Chapple
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5	 Presentation by Gertrude Cotter
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5	 Presentation by Gertrude Cotter

Thank You!
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6	 Presentation by Brighid Golden
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7	 Seminar Feedback

A total of 19 participants completed the seminar evaluation survey below representing a 52% response rate.  

2. How appropriate did you find the content of the seminar?  For example, was the content 
presented in a clear and accessible way or did it feel too complex and jargon-heavy?  
(where 1= not appropriate at all to 5 = very appropriate))

1. To what extent did the seminar meet your expectations in debating the importance of 
development education in responding to the meta crisis?
(where 1= not at all to 5 = completely)
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7	 Seminar Feedback

4. How likely are you to apply the learning from the seminar in your own practice? 
(where 1= unlikely to 5 = extremely likely)19 responses

3. To what extent did the seminar increase your knowledge and understanding of pedagogical 
responses to the meta crisis? (where 1= little increase to 5 = increased substantially)
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7	 Seminar Feedback

5.  What further support or interventions would you like to see provided by CGE / Comhlámh on this 
topic and/or related topics?

“It’s such a huge and complex area - i would appreciate an ongoing series to address this theme further, esp 
re connecting lived experience of injustice with global injustice, moving from empathy to solidarity, from local 
solidarity and justice to global solidarity and justice.”

“More of the same type of seminar to a wider audience.”

“More time.”

“I thought there were great presentations, I would just like to see a list of call to actions (CTAs) given to the learners 
at the end of lessons. If the learner wants to understand how they can apply their new knowledge and put it 
into practice at an individual and local scale, they could review a list of CTAs and see the options that they feel 
comfortable to do in their everyday lives. For instance, they can learn how to write a letter to their local politicians 
about issues that concerns them in their local area, they can email retailers about how they can become more 
sustainable and they can make selective shopping decisions by avoiding the brands that are funding inhumane 
practices when they are sustainable and affordable alternatives available.”

“How to ensure more systemic thinking in the sector so that we have more capacity as a sector to tackle the meta 
crisis. Perhaps training on how to think and act systemically.”

“Engage with international perspectives and invite speakers from those contexts.”

“The webinar was really informative and interesting. I would love to see how GCE has impacted development in 
education and in the youth sector for developing countries in more depth, however.”

“Research that maps potential synergies and collaborations between organisations rather than overlap, leading 
to better impact.”

“More webinars with opportunity for discussion of topics in break out rooms.”

“There is far more to hear and say on this topic, so I’m hoping to hear more.”

6.  Please add any further comments or thoughts you have on this session here:

“It was extremely informative and interesting.”

“All good. Another excellent session. Thanks.”

“Many thanks for the excellent session - great speakers, and it raised some very important questions for our 
practice and approaches with a range of learners.”
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“Thanks to the organisers.”

“Include inputs related to early childhood at national, European and international levels. Some of Dr. Golden’s 
points resonated with work in this space, so too did Katie’s. However there is more nuance related to the 
pedagogical approaches to take with young children when engaging them with GCE topics. A little more 
emphasis too related to Development Education being an educational process which introduces learners to 
global issues would be nice to focus on too. I think one question kind of touched on the area but the participants 
response didn’t seem to really pin point it as such, or maybe it was fleshed out a bit more at the very start of the 
webinar. I was about 10mins late joining because I was on Trócaire call that ran over, so apologies if I did miss 
that point. Thanks again for today, very informative.”

“Very informative - thank you.”

“Really enjoyed the session. As always it would be great to have more time, but the lunchtime format is really 
accessible so can see why it needs to be shortish.”

7	 Seminar Feedback



Pedagogical Responses to the Meta Crisis: The Role of Development Education

41

Comhlámh
12 Parliament Street, 
Temple Bar, 
Dublin 2
			 
Tel: 	 (00353) (1) 478 3490
Email:	 info@comhlamh.org
Web: 	 https://comhlamh.org/ 
Facebook: 	 https://www.facebook.com/Comhlamh 
Bluesky: 	 @comhlamh.bsky.social

Centre for Global Education
9 University Street
Belfast 
BT7 1FY

Tel: 	 (0044) 2890 241 879
E-mail: 	 info@centreforglobaleducation.com
Web Site: 	 www.centreforglobaleducation.com
Facebook: 	 https://www.facebook.com/centreforglobaleducation
Bluesky:	 https://cgebelfast.bsky.social
E-bulletin:	 http://www.centreforglobaleducation.com/ebulletin

mailto:info@comhlamh.org
http://www.centreforglobaleducation.com/ebulletin
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